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From the Chairman 
CQ CQ CQ de ZS6XL 

Greetings to all the ZS6STN club members who 

have tuned into this PDF frequency, reading my 

inaugural Chairman’s introduction to the Dipole. 

I am still a little vague of exactly how it happened 

that I became the Chairman of the Sandton Amateur 

Radio Club. However I have accepted the challenge 

and so there is nothing else to do but go forth and try 

and do the right things for the club and this 

wonderful hobby of ours.  

The old adage of a new broom sweeps clean is quite 

obvious at this point in time, but this broom will try 

and sweep to an acceptable standard. I would 

welcome constructive RST reports on my 

performance. 

 I have only been licensed for 3 years, so by all 

norms an amateur Radio Amateur. However I 

personally find that this is an amazing hobby, with so 

far unlimited scope to go into all sorts of amazing 

directions for personal learning & development. I am 

therefore very proud to be a Ham and loudly 

expressing my passion for this hobby. 

I have not had the privilege to meet the majority of 

our club members and herein lies my / our challenge. 

We have in the region of 90 active members, but we 

seldom get to see enough of you guys at our events. 

This most important question I ask myself with 

relation to ZS6STN is what is our value proposition, 

vision, or the reason for our existence and therefore 

your continued loyal membership?  

As far as I can tell we do one thing really well, 

almost likening it to a university in a way. We do 

Radio Amateur Education very well. I can personally 

attest to this fact, having gone through the ZS6STN 

RAE training, and obtaining my license. 

The 2
rd

 thing we do OK with, by looking at the 

number of people attending, is the events we 

organise. From the popular antenna building to the 

other social events we organise. We would really 

like to see more of you at the events however as I 

have stated previously.  

So in summary we do RAE Education and 

socialising very well! 

On the social side we are trying to plan at least one 

event a month that is of broader interest that just 

HAM Radio going forward, but we will welcome 

any additional suggestions (and contacts), for other 

events we can organise.  

I would like the members of ZS6STN to respond to 

my CQ and engage with myself and the committee to 

help us steer the club in the direction you want us to 

go. If this means that we need to stay on our current 

course that is fine too. Please let us know either way. 

Frank and honest RST reports will be most welcome 

73, and here’s hoping to catch you on the coax 

sometime soon. 

James Durand – ZS6XL 
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Information page 
This page is included in every Dipole, for general club information. 

Committee Members – 2010/11 

Name Callsign Position Email Cell Home 

James Durand ZS6XL Chairman jamesodurand@mihocom 082855486888  

Peter Hers ZS6PHD Vice chairman zs6phd@mwebocooza 083844584634 79284634 

Colin de Villiers ZS6COL Treasurer zs6col@deveeocooza 082844386420 70481643 

Bruce McDonald-Watson ZS6ZAP Secretary bruce@mcdonald-watsonocom 082856883510  

Steve Baynes ZS6XU Technical zs6xu@mwebocooza 082892986817 78782225 

Thomas Abbott ZS6TXA Dipole thomas@reversebiasedocom 083841486133  

Will Law ZS6WIL Education  will_law@telkomsaonet 082844289194  

Steve Nuns ZU6SGN Website stevenuns@iburstocooza 082857380092  

Mike Bath ZS6XYZ IRLP mikeb@marshallhindsocooza   

 

ZS6STN Repeaters 

2m : 145.700 MHz  (input -600kHz) 70cm : 438.800 MHz (input -7.6MHz) 

Both repeaters on the Bryanston water tower IRLP : Node 8661 on 70cm repeater 

 

Bulletin Schedule 

08:45 SAST every Sunday : 7082kHz LSB, 2m repeater, 70cm repeater 

17:45 SAST every Sunday, repeat broadcast : 2m repeater, 70cm repeater 

Date Date Date Presenter Email Phone 

22 Aug 26 Sep 31 Oct Bruce McDonald-Watson ZS6ZAP bruce@mcdonald-watsonocom 082 568 3510 
29 Aug 3 Oct 7 Nov Mike Bath ZS6XYZ mike@marshallhindsocooza 083 325 4994 
5 Sept 10 Oct 14 Nov Mark Zank ZS6YES zs6yes@gmailocom 083 367 8943 
12 Sep 17 Oct 21 Nov Steve Nuns ZU6SGN stevenuns@iburstocooza 082 573 0092 
19 Sep 24 Oct 28 Nov James Durand ZS6XL jamesodurand@mihocom 082 554 6888 
 

Diary of events 

Date / Time SAST Event Venue, Notes 

18 September RTA in Johannesburg N.A.R.C. 

September Multichoice Tour ï Technical Operations TBA 

October Insurance aspects talk by Jan ZS6ARV N.A.R.C. 

20-21 November Second leg of HF Field Day Bartlettôs farm, Buffelspoort 

4 December STN year-end function TBA 

January 2011 Visit to Hartebeeshoek  

February 2011 
Performance lighting and sound talk by Nigel 
Burgess 

 

March 2011 AirNav Systems talk by Hanno Hartzenberg  

 

Radio Amateur Exam courses 
The Sandton club runs two Radio Amateurs Exam courses for people wishing to obtain the licence. They run 
from February to May, and July to October. The course runs for 16 weekly lectures on Wednesday evenings, 
a one-day revision session, and the examination day itself. If you or a friend is interested in attending the 
course and writing the exam, please contact Will Law ZS6WIL  at  will_law@telkomsaonet or 082844289194 

  



ZS6STN Dipole July/August 2010 page 3 

AGM report-back 
Jan Schubart ZS6ARV writes for Dipole. 

Ardent members gathered at the NARC on 17 July 2010 to attend the Club’s AGM. 

After the brains present had sorted out the overhead projector, the business got underway a scant few minutes 

late. 

John presented a report that included the past events that had taken place and that the majority were well 

attended.  

Colin then presented his financial report which showed the finances were in good shape, the Club is solvent and 

membership fees for the next year will stay unchanged at R75 for individual members and R30 for additional 

family members. 

The Chairman’s Award was presented to Mark Zank for his ongoing sterling support of the Club and of ham 

radio in general, despite his misguided thoughts that he will have to devote time to being a SARL Councillor 

which will impinge on his availability in the next year. 

Mike ZS6XYZ volunteered to take over the antenna building project from Peter ZS6PHD 

The election of Committee followed the usual procedure of everyone being press ganged back onto the 

Committee with some comments that certain people will need help and assistance. No doubt time will tell who 

will be doing precisely what but for the moment the list looks something like: - 

Committee Members – 2010/11 

Chairman: James Durand ZS6XL 

Vice: Chairman Peter Hers ZS6PHD 

Treasurer : Colin de Villiers ZS6COL 

Secretary: Bruce McDonald-Watson ZS6ZAP 

Repeaters: Steve Baynes ZS6XU 

Dipole: Thomas Abbott ZS6TXA 

Education: Will Law ZS6WIL 

Website: Steve Nuns ZU6SGN 

IRLP: Mike Bath ZS6XYZ 

John’s travels 

John ZS6XK gave an interesting talk on “the travels by John and Liz Hilton” who have over the past few months 

been wondering about Africa in a faithful Landy . My impressions of this foray into the hinterland was one of 

wonder, wonder how they did that or wonder how they actually managed to photograph something or just 

wonder at some of the great pictures that were shown to us. 

The scenery was in many instances nothing short of magnificent. The African “life” which encompassed a 

number of facets was as revealing and awesome as it has become a habit to be and the pictures of birds were 

nothing short of delight. I especially liked the pictures having dabbled in the Sandton Photographic Club in my 

youth and thus appreciating the finer points of the magnificence that is Africa and that was paraded for us.   

Talking of birds, it was good to hear Liz adding her chirps when John erred on some point of fact, which he was 

not shy to do, and seeing her as a speck on a mountainside whilst the photographer (who will remain nameless) 

remained on terra firma no doubt with a beer in hand. 

All in all a most enjoyable chat which will be followed by more as the Hiltons’ continue to gather moss on their 

extended travels. 
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Ethics and Operating 
Taken from, and used with permission from the authors,  Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur © 2008. 

II.9.3. Prosigns 
Ι Prosigns (short for professional signs) are 

symbols formed by combining two characters into 
one without the inter-character space. 
Ι óARô, used to end a transmission, is a prosign. 

Ι Other commonly used prosigns are: 

Ӈ óASô (see Ä II.9.9) 

Ӈ óCLô (see Ä II.9.6) 

Ӈ óSKô (see Ä II.9.6) 

Ӈ óHHô (see Ä II.9.19) 

Ι óBKô (see Ä II.9.7) and óKNô (see Ä II.9.10) are 
not prosigns, as the two letters of these codes 
are sent with a space in between. 
II.9.4. Calling óCQ DXô 
Ι Just send óCQ DXô instead of óCQô. If you want 
to work DX from a specific region, call e.g. óCQ 
JA CQ JA I1ZZZ I1ZZZ JA ARô (a call for 
stations from Japan), or óCQ NA CQ NA...ô (a call 
for stations from North America) etc. You can 
also make your CQ DX call more explicit by 
adding that you do not want to contact European 
stations: óCQ DX CQ DX I1ZZZ I1ZZZ DX NO EU 
ARô, but this sounds a little aggressive. 
Ι You can also specify a continent: NA = North 
America, SA = South America, AF = Africa, AS = 
Asia, EU = Europe, OC = Oceania. 
Ι Even if a station from your own continent calls 

you, always remain courteous. Maybe he is a 
newcomer. Give him a quick contact and log him. 
You may actually be a new country for him! 
II.9.5. Calling a specific station (a directive 
call) 
Ι Let us assume that you want to call DL0ZZZ, 
with whom you have a sked (schedule, rendez-
vous). Hereôs how you do this: óDL0ZZZ DL0ZZZ 
SKED DE G3ZZZ KNô. Note the óKNô at the end, 
which means you do not want other stations to 
call you. 
Ι If, despite your directive call someone else calls 

you, give him a quick report and send óSRI HVE 
SKED WID DL0ZZZ 73éô. 
II.9.6. Carry on and wrap up the CW QSO 
Ι Assume W1ZZZ is answering your CQ: óG3ZZZ 
DE W1ZZZ W1ZZZ ARô, or 
óG3ZZZ DE W1ZZZ W1ZZZ Kô or even óW1ZZZ 
W1ZZZ Kô or óW1ZZZ W1ZZZ ARô. 
Ι While replying to a CQ, do not send the call of 

the station you are calling more than once, better 

still is not to send it at all (you can trust the 
operator knows his own callé). 
Ι Should the calling station end its call with óARô 
or óKô? Both are equally acceptable. óARô means 
óend of messageô while óKô means óover to youô. 
The latter sounds a little more optimistic, as 
maybe the station you call will return for another 
stationé 
Ι There is however a good reason to use óARô 

rather than óKô. óARô is a prosign (see § II.9.3) 
which means that the letters A and R are sent 
without any space between them. If one sends óKô 
instead of óARô and if the letter óKô is sent 
somewhat close to the callsign, the letter óKô may 
be considered as being the last letter of the call. It 
happens all the time. With óARô this is quite 
impossible as óARô is not a letter. Often no closing 
code (neither AR nor K) is used, which reduces 
the risk of making errors. 
Ι Assume you want to reply to W1ZZZ who called 

you. You can do that as 
follows: óW1ZZZ DE G3ZZZ GE (good evening) 
TKS (thanks) FER (for) UR (your) CALL UR RST 
589 589 NAME BOB BOB QTH LEEDS LEEDS 
HW CPY (how copy) W1ZZZ DE G3ZZZ Kô. This 
is the time to use óKô at the end of your 
transmission. óKô means over to you, and now the 
you is W1ZZZ. 
Ι Do not end your over with óAR Kô: it means óend 

of message, over to youô. It is clear that when you 
turn it over you have finished your message, no 
need to say so. End your transmissions (overs) 
during a QSO with óKô (or óKNô when necessary, 
see Ä II.9.10). True, we hear óAR Kô frequently, 
but it is incorrect. 
Ι The reason for the improper uses of either óARô, 

óKô, óKNô, óAR Kô, or óAR KNô, is that many 
operators do not really know what each of these 
prosigns exactly mean. Letôs use them properly! 
Ι We explained that it is not necessary to use the 

term óPSEô (please) to end a CQ; do not use it 
either at the end of your over. So no óPSE Kô or 
óPSE KNô. Letôs keep it simple, and leave out the 
óPSEô, pleaseé 
Ι On the VHF bands (and higher) it is customary 

to exchange the QTH-locator. This is a code 
indicating the geographic location of your station 
(example: JM12ab). 
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STN tour of M-net Broadcasting facility 
MNet Broadcast Centre Tour 23 June 2010.  By James Durand ZS6XL 

The club organized a successful tour of the MNet Broadcast Facility on June the 23rd 2010.  

Due to popular demand we ended up have 2 groups of about 12 people each that went through. We we hosted by 

Baxter De Jager who gave the attendees an excellent and in depth view of all the elements involved in getting the 

television content onto our television screens. Each tour lasted about an hour and a half, due to the number of 

questions being asked. 

New insights were gained into the capital intensive nature of the television broadcasting business, and actually 

how much it costs to put a piece of television content onto our screens.  

Ham radio equipment pales in comparison to the costs involved in setting up a studio. 

The second group of participants were granted a rare opportunity to actually go into the Supersport Soccer World 

Cup Studio and get onto the set itself.  Bearing in mind that this tour happened right in the middle of the Soccer 

World Cup, we very privileged indeed. 

As a result of this tour we have been asked to arrange an additional tour that will cover power generating 

facilities of the broadcast facility as well as the satellite uplink / RF part of the campus. We are planning to do 

this in the 1st half of September 2010.  

We will communicate with the club members once we have finalised the date. 

 

  

STN members touring the MNet broadcast facility 

  

APPEAL    Dipole is always looking for content! Can you help? 
It doŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳǊŜ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ 
photograph of an interesting bug, or did something fun and want to share the 
experience. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ-ready form, it can always be retouched, 
neatened up or ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŀǎ-is. 

Send your photos, articles and what-have-you to the editor, contact details on 
the information page.  
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Last shuttle missions 
There are only two space shuttle launches left before the shuttles are retired. Paul Vermaak sent this to Dipole: 

 

  

STS-133 

Launch Target: Nov. 1, 2010, at 4:33 p.m. EDT 

Shuttle: Discovery 

Duration: 11 days 

Crew:  Commander Steven Lindsey 

Pilot Eric Boe 

Mission Specialists Alvin Drew, Michael Barratt, 

Tim Kopra and Nicole Stott 

Mission: Deliver Express Logistics Carrier 4 and 

critical spare components to the International 

Space Station. 

Info: Attach the Permanent Multipurpose Module, 

or PMM, to the station. The PMM is the modified 

Leonardo multi-purpose logistics module that will 

be left aboard the station. This will be the 35th 

shuttle mission to the station. 

STS-134 

Launch Target: Feb. 26, 2011, at 4:04 p.m. EST 

Shuttle: Endeavour 

Duration: 10 days 

Crew:  Commander Mark Kelly 

Pilot Gregory H. Johnson 

Mission Specialists Michael Fincke, Greg 

Chamitoff, Andrew Feustel and European Space 

Agency astronaut Roberto Vittori 

Mission: Deliver Express Logistics Carrier 3 and 

the Alpha Magnetic Spectrometer to the 

International Space Station. 

Info: Deliver spare parts, including two S-band 

communications antennas, a high-pressure gas 

tank, additional spare parts for Dextre and 

micrometeoroid debris shields. This will be the 

36th shuttle mission to the station and the 134th 

and final scheduled shuttle flight. 
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Your Shack photos: 
Nigel Burgess writes: 

"So, at 47 years of age, I have been bitten by the 'HAMBUG'. I have used many two way radios throughout my 

life particularly in a past career in the SAPS Dog Unit, but of course without any knowledge of the technology 

that made them work. I never thought I would one day develop such a keen interest in becoming an Amateur 

Radio operator, but there you are - life is full of surprises. Sometimes I feel that perhaps I'm not always in the 

driver's seat, but more like a passenger on a journey, just along for the ride. 

I currently manage a company that imports and distributes professional PA and lighting equipment as used in 

theatres, clubs, live stage etc. 

Fortunately when I found my career in the police abruptly ended due to affirmative action, I already had plenty 

of knowledge applicable to this industry, and so as one door was slammed shut another opened as is so often the 

case in life. 

So, in the picture you will see the beginnings of my humble 'Shack' as it is right now, with of course the integral 

part clearly missing - Transceivers. 

But, these will come in time. For now, I have much to learn and an exam to get through, therefore no time to 

waste. Of particular interest to me in the 'Ham' world is (or will be) DX'peditions. My ultimate aim once licensed 

is to get out the shack and into the bush, set up DX stations and enjoy our beautiful country at the same time." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


