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From the Chairman

Hello and welcome to the October 2009 edition of Dipole!

We are starting to all wind down | am sure now to the festive period, and no doubt thinking about our holiday destinations
in December 2009. | trust that you, as | am, are including in your packing lists a simple wire antenna and an HF set of some
sort. What with the recent solar activity | think there will be a bit of fun to be had while on holiday, where ever you may be!

It has been an excellent month for the club, the antenna building day went off without a hitch and we were very happy with
the turn out. In fact, we had to turn some people away. We purchased enough materials to make 15 Kits of each antenna, and
we had more bookings. So to those of you whom we had to turn away, my apologies. | assure you that the next antenna
building day in the first half of 2010 will have more kits available and we look forward to having you then.

The second leg of the SARL HF Field Day is coming up, see the diary below for the dates, you will have seen the notice
about this event go out shortly before Dipole did.
stayi ng ov &am,lavbuld &ge yot tb leitg thé family out on Saturday afternoon and come and relax in the
bush.

Other than that, we look forward to the final few months of 2009 and look forward to 2010!
Until the next edition, keep well and have some fun with radios!
73

John
ZS6XK

T
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Information page

This page is included in every Dipole, for general club information.

Committee Membersi 2009/10

Name Callsign |Position Email Cell Home
John Hilton ZS6XK | Chairman, Bulletins | john@toad.co.za 082 823 5083

Peter Hers ZS6PHD | Vice chairman zs6phd@mweb.co.za 083 445 4634 | 792 4634
Colin de Villiers ZS6COL | Treasurer zs6col@devee.co.za 082 443 6420 | 704 1643
Bruce McDonald-Watson | ZS6ZAP | Secretary bruce@mcdonald-watson.com 082 568 3510

Steve Baynes ZS6XU | Technical zs6xu@mweb.co.za 082 929 6817 | 787 2225
Thomas Abbott ZS6TXA | Dipole thomas@reversebiased.com 083 414 6133

Mark Zank ZS6YES | Education / Social zsbyes@gmail.com 083 367 8943

James Durant ZR6JBD | Committee member |james.durand@mih.com 082 554 6888

Steve Nuns ZUBSGN | Committee member | stevenuns@iburst.co.za 082 573 0092

ZS6STN Repeaters
2m : 145.700 MHz (input -600kHz) | 70cm : 438.800 MHz (input -7.6MHz) | Bryanston water tower
IRLP : Node 8661 on 70cm repeater

Bulletin Schedule
08:45 SAST evengunday : 7082kHz LSB, 2m repeater, 70cm repeater
17:45 SAST every Sunday, repeat broadcast : 2m repeater, 70cm repeater

Date Date Date Presenter Email Phone

1 Nov |6Dec |3Jan |Bruce McDonaldWatson ZS6ZAR bruce@mcdonaldvatson.com | 082 568 3510
8 Nov |13Dec |10 Jan |John Hilton ZR6HLT john@toad.co.za 082 823 5083
15 Nov | 20 Dec |17 Jan |Mark Zank ZS6YES zsbyes@gmail.com 083 367 8943
22 Nov |27 Dec |24 Jan |Liz Hilton ZR6LIZ liz@toad.co.za 082 330 1398

Diary of events

Date / Time SAST |Event Venue, Notes
3 November HF Field Day on-air discussion 145.700 repeater @ 19h00
10 November SARC Committee meeting Open to all, contact John ZS6XK.

HF Field day. Field station set up for the
weekend. Camping on Friday and Saturday.

6 December Year End Braai i more details to follow. Steve ZS6XU home QTH (Randburg)

21-22 November Bartlettédés Farm in

Radio Amateur Exam courses
The Sandton club runs two Radio Amateurs Exam courses for people wishing to obtain the licence.
from February to May, and July to Octob&he firsthalf course for this year was cancelled, but the seg
one is expected to run as normdlhe course runs for 12 weekly lectures on Wednesday evenings-@day
revision session, and the examination day itself. If yoa srendare interestedin attending the course an
writing the exam, please contact Mark Zaatkzs6yes@gmail.comr on the numbers listed above.
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Antenna Building Day i 3 October 2009

During each of the two Radio Amateur Examination preparation courses which we run annually, we conduct an antenna
building day. In the past we have had two separate days; one to build a 2m antenna and the other to build a 40m inverted-V

' L3 antenna. It thus with a little apprehension that we decided to
combine both of the antenna builds into a single day, which
worked out extremely well!

A lot of work goes into the preparation for these antennas.
Firstly, Peter ZS6PHD made some final revisions to the
prototypes for both antennas. These revisions were to sort
out some previous issues and from a few lessons learned.
Then comes the purchasing of all the components for each
of the two kits. The final step is the packaging of each kit
with all its component parts, a job carried out by John
ZS6XK and Thomas ZS6TXA. All in all 15 kits of each
antenna were produced.

Assembling the kits at the NARC was a lot of fun! The testing
outside even more fun. At the end of the day all the
participants went home with two lovely antennas!

A big thanks to all of the committee members that assisted
on the day. To all of those who supported the event and
purchased Kits afterwards as well, another big thank you.
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Mobile operation at sunspot minimum
Peter Hers, ZS6PHD

During September we took a long trip to the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, and through the Karoo down to Cape Town. In
the car | use an ICOM 706 MKkII transceiver with the ICOM AH4 automatic tuner.

After some bad experi ences Afilyingtheesthhvesettled r
on the 108" steel wphotgthisssmbueted without a sping, ang e e
is kept in roughly vertical position by a hairpin loop of aluminium rod, insulated with some
polythene tubing, which is bolted onto the roof carrier mounting strip. This provides a sturdy
mount, and | can charge through most bushes without worrying about damage to the antenna

or the vehicle.

There is a regular group on 7085 kHz at 07:45 CAT every morning. The group includes
stations from Jhb (ZS6LP, ZS6HKR), East London (ZS2VJJ) and Glen Cairn (Near Fish
Hoek) (ZS1GR), so | hoped | would have contact with at least one of these stations every
day. As | planned to visit some fairly rare grid squares, I published details of my trip on the
SARL forum and via the ZS WAGS email list. What follows is a summary of my
experiences.

IR ETS]  First, | found that as soon as | was a reasonable distance away from Johannesburg | was able

den
i

‘ to keep the sched. with the Div 6 stations every day. Although conditions were not always
) perfect, | spoke to ZS6LP every day, and obtained good signal reports. So who says 40m is
dead?Per haps most people have just given up
people on the band!
Next, There were a few stations who came up just about every day to make QRP contacts. (5 watts!) Again, these contacts
seemed to be quite easy. | was able to give new grid squares to ZS6BB, ZS2BK and ZS6XT who made the effort on many
occasions. Concl usi on: You donét need 400 watts, even undgr
So, what about contacts at other times during the day? Well, while in the Kgalagadi
Park we had a serious problem with our vehicle suspension (and had to cut out the
trip to KG05). On 16th September | had to drive a severely crippled car over about
200 km of the roughest roads | have ever encountered.
PR ETS T \w;gt;: This togk. a Wh(_)le day of
L R e hard driving, with regular
e X stops to tig
and this is Lion and
Wildebeest country.
Nailbiting and stressfull |
stuff indeed! Henry
ZS6HKR and Bert ZS6LP kept me company on the air, with
.| contacts every hour from 8am to 5pm. We did not miss one
| contact, and at every stage | was able to report on progress, and
could have called for help if it became necessary. Conclusion:
You can use 40m throughout the day.
YA, % : PSS Sl W
So, how many hams contacted me for gridsf or t he ZS WAGS awar d? This was dxt
made the effort were rewarded with quite a few ,rimr ef

— It seems that there are not many people chasing grids. Quite a few hams were a little confused when | gave my grid
locator! We need to do more to popularize the ZS WAGS award.
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| also took along my portable 7m mast, with a G5RV
antenna and manual tuner. | can erect the mast and
get on the air in less than 30 minutes, but only did
this once, when we stayed at a West Coast game farm
for two nights. For shorter stops it is just not worth
the effort. Just for fun I tried the other bands, and
within 15 minutes was rewarded with contacts to
CT1EHI (Portugal), ER4DX (Moldavia) and EA4BB
(Spain). So who says you need a beam to work DX?

After fixing the suspension problem, we drove directly South. We
visited Carnarvon and saw one of the MeerKat radio telescopesand
visited Sutherland and the SALT telescope

In summary, | logged about 120 contacts actually written into my log,
plus a fair number which were not logged as | was driving.

(This young male cheetah was snapped through a fence at the game
farm; Not easy to catch these in the wild!)

APPEAL

5ALRES Aa Ffglea t22°
have to be of a pure amateur radio nature
perhaps you took a photograph of an interestin
bug, or did something fun and want to share th
experience. Send your photos, articles ar
what-haveyou to the editor, contact details or
the information page.
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Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur

Section 21 General Operating
HOW DO YOU MAKE A QSO?

A QSO is a contact by radio between two or more
hams.

You can make a general call (CQ), you can answer
someone“s CQ or cal l

a contact with another station. More on this follows...
Which call comes first in your conversation? Correct
i s s W1Z272Z
W1ZZZ7 is the person you address). So, first give the
call of the person you speak to, followed by your own
call.

How often should you identify? In most countries the
rule is: at the beginning and at the end of each
transmission, with a minimum of at least once every 5
minutes. A series of short overs is usually considered
to be single transmission. In a contest it is not strictly
necessary, from the viewpoint of the rule maker, to
identify at each QSO. This 5 minute rule has come
about as a requirement from the monitoring stations
to be able to easily identify stations. From an
operational point of view however, the only good
procedure is to identify at each QSO

A pause or a blank: when your correspondent
switches the transmission over to you, it is a good
habit to wait a second before starting your
transmission, in order to check whether someone may
want to join you, or use the frequency.

Short or long transmissions? Preferably make short
rather than long transmissions, this makes it much
easier for your correspondent if he wants to comment
on something you said.

WHAT DO YOU TALK ABOUT ON THE
AMATEUR BANDS?

S omeR r%u%jectgv Qf Bur Eo%rﬁuniéan%n% tshoulfd ialvr\]/aiyssbé1 €

related to the amateur radio hobby. Ham radio is a hobby

from GBZZZ“()E)?%
t o

arding the techni %\?\%Z%O commurﬁicgtions in the
ad sens? {f fhe term. uld not Usé amateur radio

pass along the shoppi

Some subjects which are a no no in amateur radio
conversations on the air are:

Taken from, and used with permission by the authors,
Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateu

religion;

politics;

business (you can talk about your profession, but you
cannot advertise for your business);

derogatory remarks directed at any group (ethnic,
religious, racial, sexual etc.).

bathroom humor: if you wouldn't tell the joke to your
ten year old child, don't tell it on the radio;

any subject that has no relation whatsoever with the
ham radio hobby.

© 2008.
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Handy Website

6 You Tube

Kevin VE3EN

SOLAR CYCLE 24.COM

by Amateur Radio Station VE3EN

e
RE for the latest trend charts” * 4y 4 u a4
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Please consider a donation to my website. cicktoaead More

Sunspot 1029 Update X
10/26/2009 by Kevin VE3EN at 13:30

With all the recent flurry of
Solar activity, | have been using
a few web links I have had for a
while. Recently | came across
this website.

http://www.solarcycle24.com/

| find is an excellent source for
a single view of all things solar
related.

It has up to the minute solar
reports, the images are all
virtually “1i

By John
ZS6XK
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