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Hello all and welcome to the August 2009 edition of Dipole. AGM and Next Club Meeting

The next Sandton Club meeting will
First of all, apologies that this edition is late! Thomas and I alternate take place after the AGM which is to
monthly for the production of Dipole and I found myself very swamped! be held at 11h00 on Saturday 5

September 2009 at the NARC,
We have some nice articles this month, which sees the beginning of a Radiokop.
multi-part series extracted from an IARU document regarding the ethics Braai fires will be lit after the meeting

and operating practices we as hams should follow. I found the document
fascinating and have decided to make a little series out of this, with credit
to the original authors of course. So I hope you enjoy the first of many to

come. More details on page 3.

and we invite you and the family to
bring and braai with us.

A very exciting month for me too, I have completed my upgrade to ZS! I cannot recall precisely when I did become a ham,
but if memory serves me it was in 2003! (I think!) Regardless of that, it still took me far to long to upgrade! I would urge all
of our ZRs to make the leap and upgrade to ZS. There are 5 methods to chose from, visit www.sarl.org.za and visit the
licensing section for more. I personally chose the 100 confirmed contacts, which I must say, was no easy task. I don’t want
to deter anyone from going this route; it gave me huge satisfaction to have to fight in these tough solar conditions for
contacts. The result; my bright and shiny new call-sign — ZS6XK. I know that Mike Bath ZS6XYZ recently completed his
upgrade from ZR6MIB through the kit building route, and congratulations to Mike. You need only to pick something that
you are interested in from the 5 options and go for it!

Well at that remains is to wish you well for the month to come, I would love to see ALL of you at the AGM on Saturday 5
September 2009. The combination of the AGM and club meeting as we always do it promises to be good fun on what is the
first Saturday of Spring 2009!

73 and 88
John ZS6XK
Chairman: Sandton Amateur Radio Club



http://www.sarl.org.za/
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Information page

This page is included in every Dipole, for general club information.

Committee Membersi 20089

Name Callsign | Position Email Cell Home
John Hilton ZS6XK Chairman, Bulletins | john@toad.co.za 082 823 5083

Peter Hers ZS6PHD | Vice chairman zs6phd@mweb.co.za 083 445 4634 | 792 4634
Colin de Villiers ZS6COL | Treasurer zs6col@devee.co.za 082 443 6420 | 704 1643
Bruce McDonald-Watson |ZS6ZAP | Secretary bruce@mcdonald-watson.com | 082 568 3510

Steve Baynes ZS6XU Technical zsbxu@mweb.co.za 082 929 6817 | 787 2225
Thomas Abbott ZS6TXA | Dipole thomas@reversebiased.com | 083 414 6133

Mike Bath ZS6XYZ | IRLP node manager |mikeb@marshallhinds.co.za |083 3254994

Mark Zank ZS6YES |Education / Social zsbyes@gmail.com 083 367 8943

Will Law ZS6WIL Contests will_law@telkomsa.net 082 442 9194 | 462 6745

ZS6STN Repeaters

2m : 145.700 MHz (input -600kHz) |70cm : 438.800 MHz (input -7.6MHz) | Bryanston water tower

IRLP : Node 8661 on 70cm repeater

Bulletin Schedule

08:45 SAST every Sunday : 7082kHz LSB, Papeater, 70cm repeater

17:45 SAST every Sunday, repeat broadcast : 2m repeater, 70cm repeater

Date Date Date Presenter Email Phone
06 Sept |4 Oct |Bruce McDonald-Watson ZS6ZAP | bruce@mcdonald-watson.com | 082 568 3510
13 Sept |11 Oct |John Hilton ZS6XK john@toad.co.za 082 823 5083
23 Aug |20 Sept |18 Oct |Mark Zank ZS6YES zsbyes@gmail.com 083 367 8943
30 Aug |27 Sept |25 Oct | Liz Hilton ZR6LIZ liz@digbywells.co.za 082 330 1398

Diary of events

Date / Time SAST |Event Venue, Notes
Sat 5 September SARC AGM and Club Meeting NARC @ 11h00
12 September BACAR launch

13 September Spring QRP Contest

15 September Launch of Sumbandilasat

24 September Heritage Day — Public Holiday

TBA Sandton Club Antenna Building Day Watch this space!

Radio Amateur Exam courses

The Sandton club runs two Radio Amateurs Exam courses for people wishing to obtain the licence. They run
from February to May, and July to October. The first-half course for this year was cancelled, but the second
one is expected to run as normal. The course runs for 12 weekly lectures on Wednesday evenings, a one-day
revision session, and the examination day itself. If you or a friend are interested in attending the course and
writing the exam, please contact Mark Zank at zs6yes@gmail.com or on the numbers listed above.
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Welcome to new members

Welcome to Russell Patterson (ZR6WAX) and Delwynne Swartz (ZU6SBN). Russell wrote the RAE exam without
attending any of our RAE preparation course lectures and passed, congratulations Russell.

Welcome too as well to the present candidates for the October 2009 RAE Exam: Rudi Sygo, Carson McAfee, Noel
Hammond, Rodney James, Andrew Hoy, Edwin Isted and Petrus Delport. We wish you all the best with the RAE course
and upcoming exam and look forward to having you all as active members of the club!

AGM and Next Club Event

The next club event will combine the annual Sandton Amateur Radio Club AGM with a bring and braai as the
August/September monthly club meeting.

The AGM will start at 11h00 at the NARC in Radiokop and is expected to run for 1 hour until 12h00 noon at which point
we will move the Sentech Lapa and light the fires.

Few cold drinks and frosties will be provided, but do bring some extras along with your picnic lunch and braai meats.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the AGM and the club get-together afterwards!

Star Trails

Thomas ZS6TXA submitted the following picture and explanation to Dipole.

This is the result of a batch of photos I took in the Magaliesberg this weekend (22 August). Its six 30-minute exposures
stacked on top of each other, to show the star trails over 3 hours. It wasn't difficult, just setting up the camera on a tripod and
letting it take photos. The only surprising thing is that the batteries run flat very quickly; this photo flattened two batteries
that together would have taken 1500 normal photos! The sky is a bit too bright - there was a lot of city light looking South. I
think I bumped the camera slightly while changing batteries, so the first stripe isn't perfectly aligned.
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The Radio Amateur’s Code

The Radi o Amateur i se
CONSIDERATE ... He never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL ... He offers loyalty, encouragement and support other amateurs, local clubs and the TARU Radio Society in his
country, through which Amateur Radio in is country is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE... He keeps his station up to date. It is well-built and efficient. His operating practice is above reproach.

FRIENDLY ... He operates slowly and patiently when requested; offers friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kind
assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the marks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED ... Radio is a hobby, never interfering with the duties owed to his family, job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC ... His station and skills are always ready for service to country and community.
Adapted from the original Amateurés Code, written by

Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur

This is the first in a multi-part series of articles which will appear in Dipole. Each month a new section will be included
from the IARU document Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur. This excellent document provides
everything a ham should know when it comes to ethics and operating procedures. To some of you this may be old hat, but to
the newer hams amongst us we are sure that there will be much value in each of the articles from this point forward. Enjoy!

Section 2 - General Operating — Ham Language

*  Amongst hams we never use expressions like ‘mister’, ‘miss’ or ‘misses’. Hams always address one another with their
first name.

* In spoken as well as written language (including e-mails) we always greet one another using the expression ‘73°. Do
not use sincerely and similar expressions.

*  “73’means best regards. Hence, do not say or write 73s (seventy threes), best 73 or many 73s etc. Just ‘73’is correct.

» Ifyou used to be a CB operator, erase the CB language from your memory, and learn the amateur radio idioms which
will help you integrate into the ham radio community.

e On the air, use the Q-code correctly.

*  Use the Q-code sparsely during phone contacts.

*  Some other short expressions stem from CW and have become commonplace also in phone, such as 73, 88, OM (old
man), YL (young lady), etc.

»  Use the international spelling alphabet correctly. Avoid fantasies.

*  English is the number one international ham language on the air.

*  For contacts in CW (Morse code) you do not need to understand or speak the language of your correspondent.

*  Ham radio is an ideal tool to learn and practice new languages.

Credit to John Devoldere ON4UN and Mark Demeuleneere ON4WW. Extracted from their document “Ethics and Operating
Procedures for the Radio Amateur — 3 Edition — January 2009”

Weather records from Colin ZS6COL

Colin’s automated weather station has moved, you can now find it online at http://www.devee.co.za/



http://www.devee.co.za/
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From the archives
The latest photo from the archives; taken at the SARL VHF contest in September 2003.

Pictured here are Greg ZS6GZ, Scamp ZS6SMP, Peter ZS6PHD, Garth ZR6SUN and Thomas ZS6TXA.

If you have any photos from yester-year of Sandton club members, please send them into Thomas or John, contact details on
the information page.

APPEAL

Dipole is always looking for content. Content does not have to be of a pure amateur radio nature, perhaps you took a

photograph of an interesting bug, or did something fun and want to share the experience. Send your photos, articles and
what have you to the editor. Contact details to be found on the information page.




