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From the Chairman 
Hello Sandton club members! 

 

Welcome to the June edition of Dipole for 2009. I hope you have all been 
managing in the weather conditions which seemed to descend upon us in not 

time at all. 

 

It’s been an interesting few weeks; the most interesting topic that I am 
excited about is the gazetting of some amendments to the radio regulations. 

These grant increase allocation in the 40m band as well as for ZR’s in the 

20m band! We have a nice article detailing these changes in this edition of 

Dipole. 

 

As I sit and write this chairman’s QSP, I am full of spirit (not spirits) and enthusiasm: I have just worked my first 5 contacts 

in one pass of AO-51! Using a simple hand held, dual band yagi antenna I have managed to open a new chapter in my 

amateur radio career! I urge all of you to go out and try something, and there will be something, that you have not done 

before. Have a go at digital modes, try satellite or even learn some Morse. 

 

Well on that note, I will leave you to read this edition of Dipole. I am writing 

some articles for publication in the next couple of issues of Dipole. So watch 

out for those. 

 

Stay well, and why not fire up the radio, chat to your ham friends and huddle 

up around the power supply for warmth! 

 

73 and 88 

John 

ZR6HLT – Chairman SARC 

  

Next Club Meeting 

The next Sandton Club meeting 
will be this Tuesday, 23rd of June, 
6:30 for 7pm at the N.A.R.C. 

This event is going to be the 
showing of a documentary called 
- Perfect Disaster "Solar Storm". 

Bulletin Reader Appeal 

We are down to 4 presenters for 
the bulletin. This places a lot of 
strain on readers, relayers and 
contributors. If anyone would like 
to offer their services and join the 
team, please get in touch with 
John on  

john@toad.co.za / 082 823 5083. 
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Information page 
This page is included in every Dipole, for general club information. 

Committee Members ï 2008/9 

Name Callsign Position Email Cell Home 

John Hilton ZR6HLT Chairman, Bulletins john@toad.co.za 082 823 5083  

Peter Hers ZS6PHD Vice chairman zs6phd@mweb.co.za 083 445 4634 792 4634 

Colin de Villiers ZS6COL Treasurer zs6col@devee.co.za 082 443 6420 704 1643 

Bruce McDonald-Watson ZS6ZAP Secretary bruce@mcdonald-watson.com 082 568 3510  

Steve Baynes ZS6XU Technical zs6xu@mweb.co.za 082 929 6817 787 2225 

Thomas Abbott ZS6TXA Dipole thomas@reversebiased.com 083 414 6133  

Mike Bath ZR6MJB IRLP node manager mikeb@marshallhinds.co.za 083 325 4994  

Mark Zank ZS6YES Education / Social zs6yes@gmail.com 083 367 8943  

Will Law ZS6WIL Contests will_law@telkomsa.net 082 442 9194 462 6745 

 

ZS6STN Repeaters 

2m : 145.700 MHz  (input -600kHz) 70cm : 438.800 MHz (input -7.6MHz) Bryanston water tower 

 IRLP : Node 8661 on 70cm repeater  

 

Bulletin  Schedule 

08:45 SAST every Sunday : 7082kHz LSB, 2m repeater, 70cm repeater 

17:45 SAST every Sunday, repeat broadcast : 2m repeater, 70cm repeater 

Date Date Date Presenter Email Phone 

21 Jun 12 Jul 9 Aug Bruce McDonald-Watson ZS6ZAP bruce@mcdonald-watson.com 082 568 3510 
28 Jun 19 Jul 16 Aug John Hilton ZR6HLT john@toad.co.za 082 823 5083 
 26 Jul 23 Aug Mark Zank ZS6YES zs6yes@gmail.com 083 367 8943 
5 Jul 2 Aug 30 Aug Liz Hilton ZR6LIZ liz@digbywells.co.za 082 330 1398 
 

Diary of events 

Date / Time SAST Event Venue, Notes 

Tue 16 June SARL Youth Day Sprint On air 

17-19 June SARL 160m QSO Party On air 

Tue 23 June SARC Club Meeting NARC 

Sat 27 June Magalies Amateur Radio Club Flea market http://www.zs6mrk.org/Klubhuis.htm 

 

Radio Amateur Exam courses  

The Sandton club runs two Radio Amateurs Exam courses for people wishing to obtain the licence. They run 
from February to May, and July to October. The first-half course for this year was cancelled, but the second 
one is expected to run as normal. The course runs for 12 weekly lectures on Wednesday evenings, a one-day 
revision session, and the examination day itself. If you or a friend is interested in attending the course and 
writing the exam, please contact Mark Zank at zs6yes@gmail.com or on the numbers listed above. 
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Operating the HAMNET 40m Simulated Emergency Contest 
By John Hilton 

 

Recently I decided to compete in the SARL HAMNET 40m Simulated Emergency Contest and it turned out to be a lot of 

fun. I decided to write a quick and simple article about my station setup, and to include some pictures. 

Firstly, the rules of the contest stipulate that only wire antennas can be used. I therefore opted to use the 40m inverted-vee 

which I built at our antenna building session last year. 

From there I used a 105Ah deep-cycle battery as my power source for the Yaesu FT-450AT.  

The QTH I chose for my afternoon of fun was my mother-in-

laws garden; nice tall pine trees that gave me both height for 

the antenna and shade to operate in. The final items I needed 

was a camping chair and table, and I was up and running. 

 

I opted to run below 50W for the points multiplier that is 

given. I made 16 contacts in total, covering all 6 divisions! 

A total of 558 points and 2nd place! This was all in the 2 

hours which the contest ran from 14h00 to 16h00 CAT on 

Sunday 1 March 2009.  

All in all it was good fun and so simple to get operational. I urge any of you to just get out there and get on the air for these 
sorts of events, they really are rewarding. 
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Changes to the 40m Band! 
The much talked about changes have been gazetted! For those of you who may not have been following the flurry of 

activity on the SARL Forums, here is a little summary of what has happened. 

The Amateur Radio allocation of the 40 metre band is now 7 000 kHz - 7 200 kHz. 

ZR license holders may now use more of the 20 metre band. The new allocations is 14 225 - 14 350 kHz. 

The new 40 metre band plan is as follows: 

kHz Bandwidth 

of signal 

DESIGNATED MODES 

7000 - 7025 200  CW, Contest preferred  

7025 – 7040 200 CW, QRP CoA 7030 kHz 

7040 - 7047 500  Narrow band modes - digimodes  

7047 - 7050 500  Narrow band modes – digimodes, automatically controlled data stations (unattended)  

7050 - 7053 2700  All modes - digimodes, automatically controlled data stations (unattended), *  

7053 - 7060 2700 All modes - digimodes 

7060 - 7100 2700  All modes, Digital Voice CoA 7070 kHz, SSB QRP CoA 7090 kHz, SSB contest 

preferred 

7100 - 7130 2700  All modes, Region 1 Emergency CoA 7110 kHz 

7130 - 7200 2700 All modes, SSB contest preferred, Image CoA 7165 kHz 

7175 - 7200 2700 All modes, priority for intercontinental operation. 

 

Primary allocation  ZS = 26 dBW; ZR = 20 dBW; ZU = 13 dBW 

All modes except pulse and fast scan TV allowed ZR and ZU have full access to band  

Lowest dial setting for LSB: 7053 kHz 

The band segment 7040 - 7055 kHz may be used for automatically controlled data stations (unattended) traffic 
in the area of Africa south from the equator during local daylight hours.  

 

For more details see the Government Gazette here: 

http://www.amateurradio.org.za/AmateurRadioRegulationsamendment.pdf 

 

Great things about ham radio 
Here are a few things to ponder in relation to this awesome hobby of ours… 

Ham radio works when nothing else does – This is what keeps us "in business," so to speak. The primary reason we still 

have frequencies and government agencies around the world go to the trouble of testing and licensing us is ham radio's 
unparalleled ability to get through when nothing else will. When disasters knock out or overload traditional communications 

systems, ham radio still works, still gets the message out.  

 

Being a ham makes you part of a worldwide community - Your ham license is your membership card to a unique 
worldwide fraternity. No matter where in the world you are, if there's a ham nearby, you've got a friend. 

 

Unexpected band openings- You read the charts, you check the solar flux, and you know that by all rights, the band you're 

on should be dead as a doornail. But there it is, defying all logic, a band opening that lets make the "impossible" contact. 
And if you're lucky enough to be there, make the contact and get the QSL card, you get bragging rights until the next 

unexpected band opening comes along. 

 

Working DX while mobile or hiking - Until recently, only a select few had this capability, but today it's increasingly 
common. And what a thrill it is to be driving down the road, or hiking on a trail, and talking to someone halfway around the 

world. It's nearly as much fun to be at the other end of such a contact. 

 

Where else can you play with meteors? - This is my son's favourite reason for becoming a ham. But think about it. What 
other hobby gives you the chance to use such natural phenomena as meteors, the aurora, or the ionosphere as part of your 

everyday activities? 

 

 



ZS6STN Dipole June 2009 page 5 

This monthôs software: Google’s Picasa is not only free, but an excellent way to manage your digital 

photos! After having worked with many photo studio type applications, this one takes the cake! 

Picasa provides an intuitive interface for Organising, Editing and Sharing photos. It allows you to create movies, slideshows 

and collages of your very own images. Picasa Web Albums provides a quick and easy way to get your photos online for 

friends and family to share. 

 

Download it free at http://picasa.google.com/ 

 

 

APPEAL 

Dipole is always looking for content. Content does not have to be of a pure amateur radio nature, perhaps you took a 
photograph of an interesting bug, or did something fun and want to share the experience. Send your photos, articles and 
what have you to the editor. Contact details to be found on the information page. 
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